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BOOK REVIEWS 



Report of First Expedition to South America. Harvard School of Tropical 
Medicine. Richard P. Strong, Ernest E. Tyzzer, Charles T. Brues, A. W. 
Sellards, J. C. Gastiaburu. Cambridge. Harvard University Press, 1915. 
220 pages. 48 plates. 

This very excellent report deals with the investigations of the first expe- 
dition sent out by the Harvard School of Tropical Medicine, to study certain 
forms of tropical disease occurring in South America. The report treats of the 
sanitary conditions of the places visited, namely, Kingston, Jamaica, Colon, 
Panama, Buenaventura, Guyaquil, Callao, Lima, and certain mountain towns 
in the interior of Peru. 

While at Guayaquil yellow fever was very prevalent and many cases of 
this disease were studied. Especial attention was paid to the study of the 
blood, owing to the reports of Seidlin regarding the presence of a protozoon 
which he has named Paraplasma flavigenum and which he regards as the cause 
of the disease. As a result of their investigation of the blood in yellow fever, 
these investigators say: "We were unable, however, to detect any bodies 
which suggested a parasitic nature in the blood in this disease." 

The larger portion of the report deals with the investigations of oroya fever 
and verruga peruviana and as the results of their investigations the authors 
have determined, apparently without question, that these conditions are dis- 
tinct diseases. Verruga peruviana is due to a virus which may be transmitted 
to animals by direct inoculation, the nature of which is still unknown, while 
Oroya fever is due to a parasite of the red blood corpuscle, which cannot be 
transmitted to animals. The parasite concerned in the etiology of this dis- 
ease is of interest to protozoologists because it apparently belongs to a new 
genus which Strong has called Bartonella, naming the genus after Barton, who 
in 1905 first described the bodies within the red corpuscles. The specific organ- 
ism causing oroya fever has been named Bartonella bacilliformis. Multiple 
infection of the red cells is common in severe infections, as many as ten of the 
parasites being present in one cell. Morphologically the parasites occur in the 
form of minute rods resembling a bacillus, measuring from 1 to 2 microns in 
length and rounded or oval forms, measuring from 0.3 to 1 micron in diameter. 
Both rods and rounded forms contain, in stained preparations, granules which 
may be interpreted as chromatin. The investigators were unable to infect either 
monkeys or rabbits with this parasite. 

While unable to find any parasite in the cases of verruga peruviana studied, 
the authors were able to produce very typical lesions in both monkeys and 
rabbits, thus demonstrating the distinct nature of the two diseases. They were 
unable to definitely decide whether the virus of verruga is filterable, but believe 
that ultimately it will be shown to be so. As regards the transmission of the 
two diseases the authors were unable to determine in what manner this occurred 
but lean to the opinion that some arthropod is concerned. 

Uta, a disease of the skin, occurring in Peru, was also studied and the 
authors were able to demonstrate that this disease is due to a species of 
Lcishmania. As regards the species they say: "For the present at least, from 
the evidence available we do not feel justified in creating a new species for the 
parasite discovered by us as the etiological factor of uta." A wise decision in 
view of the present unsatisfactory classification of the Leishmanias. 

The report also contains a description of a new Linguatulid parasitic in the 
crocodile, in Equador, which Wheeler has named Poracephalus crocodili; a 
discussion by Brues of the flies of the family Phoridea obtained by the expe- 
dition, and some notes on Peruvian mosquitoes and mosquito literature, by Knab. 
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The book is beautifully printed and illustrated and forms an excellent 
example of the good work that may be accomplished by medical expeditions. 
The authors are to be congratulated on the success of their labors for they 
have contributed a most interesting and valuable addition to the literature and 
knowledge of tropical medicine. 

Medical Zoology in Brazil. — At present marked attention is being paid to 
parasitology as is evidenced by recent publications noteworthy in form and 
character. This movement has found its expression both in monographic articles 
accorded a place in general medical literature and in a special periodical devoted 
to the subject. Brief comments on these items will be of service to North 
American parasitologists who may not have seen the original publications as yet. 

Archivos Brasileiros de Medecina (Anno iv, nos. 1, 2, 3) contains an extended 
discussion of hookworm and hookworm disease covering seventeen separate 
contributions on all phases of the subject, illustrated by nine full-page plates. 
The work is complete and scholarly in treatment, giving much that is not 
available elsewhere. Of especial value is the critical bibliography on ancylos- 
tomiasis in Brazil. 

Memorias do InsHtuto Oswaldo Crue, published at Rio de Janeiro, which 
reached its seventh volume in 1915, includes original articles on protozoology, 
helminthology, and medical zoology generally. The text is usually printed in 
Portuguese and French or German in parallel columns. The journal is illus- 
trated by full page plates in heliotype and lithography in colors, which are very 
sucessful and deserve high praise. Most articles concern those elements of the 
fauna of Brazil which are related to the cause and dissemination of disease. A 
recent number contains also a sketch of Professor von Prowazek accompanied 
by a fine portrait. 

Archives de Parasitology.— Publiees par Raphael Blanchard, Professeur a 
la Faculte de Medecine de Paris, Member de I'Academie de Medecine. 

Les Archives de Parasitologic, imprimees a Lille (Nord), ont du suspendre 
leur publication, par suite de I'occupation de la ville de Lille par les armees 
allemandes. 

Le fascicule du tome XVI porte la date du 1st aoiit 1914. II efait remis 
au chemin de fer, quand le guerre a eclate. II a du etre retire et, dupuis lors, 
n' a pu etre distribue. 

Voici son sommaire: 

P. S. de Magalhaes, Notes d'helminthologie bresilienne, dixieme serie (avec 
7 figures dans le texte), page 481. 

R. Blanchard, Notices biographiques, XXIV. Louis-Daniel Beauperthuy, 
1807-1871 (avec 2 figures et 7 fac-simile dans le texte), 503. 

G. R. Blanc, Sur quelques especes du genre Diplotriana Railliet et Henry 
(avec 10 iig. dans le texte), 546. 

P. MoLA, Cestodes Avium. Contributo alia fauna elmintologica sarda (pi 
IX), 557. 

Les Parasites et les maladies parasitaires dans I'historie, la poesie et I'art, 
579-637. 

Notes et Informations, 638. 

Table des matieres, 639-640. 

Le premier fascicule du tome XVII etait en bonne voie d'impression ; les 
cinq premieres feuilles etaient deja tirees, au moment de la declaration de guerre. 

Les Archives ne pourront reprendre leur publication reguliere qu'apres la 
cessation des hostilites. Elles paraitront alors par fascicules moins gros et 
plus rapproches. 



